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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 085262 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SF 

SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR YOUNG'S COMMENT ON LEGITIMACY OF SOUTH 
AFRICAN GOVERNMENT 
REF: CAPETOWN 565 

1 . DEPARTMENT IS FORWARDING BY SEPTEL TEXT OF ASSOCIATED 
PRESS STORY BY WILLIAM OATIS REPORTING, ON THE BASIS OF AN 
INTERVIEW, THAT AMBASSADOR ANDREW YOUNG "CONSIDERS SOUTH 
AFRICA'S WHITE GOVERNMENT ILLEGITIMATE" AND "FAVORS A 
TRANSFER OF POWER TO THE BLACK MAJORITY THERE." 

2. SOUTH AFRICAN CHARGE D'AFFAIRES JEREMY SHEARAR CALLED 
ON ACTING ASSISTANT SECRETARY SEEL YE AT 0900 APRIL 15 ON 
INSTRUCTIONS TO EXPRESS SAG SHOCK AT THE REPORTED STATE- 
MENT. HE SAID SAG TOLD PRESS IN SA THAT FOREIGN MINISTER 
BOTHA HAD CALLED YOU IN TO ASK IF AMBASSADOR YOUNG HAD 
ACTUALLY MADE THE STATEMENT AND THAT SAG WAS AWAITING A 
REPLY. SHEARAR WENT ON TO SAY SUCH STATEMENT WAS NOT 
HELPFUL TO IMPROVEMENT, OR EVEN THE MAINTENANCE, OF US-SAG 
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RELATIONS. IF AMBASSADOR YOUNG WAS GOING TO MAKE SUCH 
STATEMENTS IN THE MIDST OF DELICATE NEGOTIATIONS, IT WAS 
DIFFICULT TO SEE HOW SAG COULD CONTINUE NEGOTIATING ON 
NAMIBIA OR BEING HELPFUL ON RHODESIA. SHEARAR STATED THAT 
IN VIEW OF AMBASSADOR YOUNG'S CABINET STATUS, IT MUST BE 
ASSUMED THAT USG SHARES HIS VIEWS IF THEY ARE NOT 
REPUDIATED. HE INDICATED THAT FONMIN BOTHA NEEDS URGENT 
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REPLY TO TWO QUESTIONS: (A) DID AMBASSADOR YOUNG 
REALLY MAKE THE STATEMENT AS REPORTED? (B) IF SO, DOES 
USG AGREE WITH AND SUPPORT IT? AMBASSADOR SEELYE 
PROMISED TO CHECK ON THE MATTER AND GET BACK TO SHEARAR. 

3. WHEN ASKED FOR COMMENT AT NOON PRESS BRIEFING TODAY, 
SPOKESMAN READ FOLLOWING POLICY STATEMENT AUTHORIZED BY 
THE SECRETARY: "ALTHOUGH WE DO NOT AGREE WITH A NUMBER 
OF THE POLICIES AND PRACTICES OF SOUTH AFRICA, IT IS 
INCORRECT TO SAY THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH AFRICA IS 
ILLEGITIMATE." IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS, HE SAID SAG 
REPRESENTATIONS ON THE MATTER WOULD BE ANSWERED TO THE 
SAME EFFECT. HE CONFIRMED THAT THE SECRETARY AND AMBASSA- 
DOR YOUNG HAD DISCUSSED THE MATTER BY TELEPHONE THIS 
MORNING, ADDING THAT AMBASSADOR YOUNG UNDERSTANDS THE 
POLICY STATEMENT AND KNEW IN ADVANCE THAT IT WAS BEING 
MADE. 

4. WHEN ASKED FURTHER QUESTION WHETHER USG SUPPORTS 
MAJORITY RULE IN SA AS A LONG-RANGE OBJECTIVE, PRESS 
SPOKESMAN ADDED FOLLOWING COMMENT: "IT IS OUR POLICY TO 
MAINTAIN RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA AND TO ENCOURAGE IT 
TO MOVE AWAY FROM ITS POLICIES OF INSTITUTIONALIZED 
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND TOWARD THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS AND FULL POLITICAL PARTICIPATION FOR 
ALL SOUTH AFRICANS." 

5. JUST PRIOR TO THE NOON BRIEFING, AS REPORTED IN 
SEELYE-NELSON TELECON, AMBASSADOR SEELYE TELEPHONED SA 
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CHARGE SHEARAR TO CONFIRM THAT THE PRESS REPORT OF THE 
INTERVIEW WAS CORRECT AND THEN READ TO HIM THE STATEMENT 
QUOTED IN PARA 3 ABOVE. SHEARAR SAID HE WOULD TELEPHONE 
THE STATEMENT TO BOTHA IMMEDIATELY. 

6. YOU MAY REPEAT THIS TO SAG AND TO LOCAL PRESS AS 
NECESSARY BUT SHOULD NOT GO BEYOND STATEMENTS REPORTED IN 
PARAGRAPHS 3 AND 4 ABOVE. 

VANCE 
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DRAFTED Y: AF:S:DKPETTERSON 
APPROVED BY:AF:S:DKPETTERSON 

162014Z 107510/40 

R 160217Z APR 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO ALL AFRICAN DIPLOMATIC POSTS 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 085262 

INFORM CONSULS 

FOLLOWING TELEGRAM FROM SECSTATE WASHDC DATED APRIL 15, 1977 
SENT CAPE TOWN IS REPEATED TO YOU: QUOTE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 085262 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SF 

SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR YOUNG'S COMMENT ON LEGITIMACY OF SOUTH 
AFRICAN GOVERNMENT 
REF: CAPETOWN 565 

1 . DEPARTMENT IS FORWARDING BY SEPTEL TEXT OF ASSOCIATED 
PRESS STORY BY WILLIAM OATIS REPORTING, ON THE BASIS OF AN 
INTERVIEW, THAT AMBASSADOR ANDREW YOUNG "CONSIDERS SOUTH 
AFRICA'S WHITE GOVERNMENT ILLEGITIMATE" AND "FAVORS A 
TRANSFER OF POWER TO THE BLACK MAJORITY THERE." 

2. SOUTH AFRICAN CHARGE D'AFFAIRES JEREMY SHEARAR CALLED 
ON ACTING ASSISTANT SECRETARY SEEL YE AT 0900 APRIL 15 ON 
INSTRUCTIONS TO EXPRESS SAG SHOCK AT THE REPORTED STATE- 
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MENT. HE SAID SAG TOLD PRESS IN SA THAT FOREIGN MINISTER 
BOTHA HAD CALLED YOU IN TO ASK IF AMBASSADOR YOUNG HAD 
ACTUALLY MADE THE STATEMENT AND THAT SAG WAS AWAITING A 
REPLY. SHEARAR WENT ON TO SAY SUCH STATEMENT WAS NOT 
HELPFUL TO IMPROVEMENT, OR EVEN THE MAINTENANCE, OF US-SAG 
RELATIONS. IF AMBASSADOR YOUNG WAS GOING TO MAKE SUCH 
STATEMENTS IN THE MIDST OF DELICATE NEGOTIATIONS, IT WAS 
DIFFICULT TO SEE HOW SAG COULD CONTINUE NEGOTIATING ON 
NAMIBIA OR BEING HELPFUL ON RHODESIA. SHEARAR STATED THAT 
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IN VIEW OF AMBASSADOR YOUNG'S CABINET STATUS, IT MUST BE 
ASSUMED THAT USG SHARES HIS VIEWS IF THEY ARE NOT 
REPUDIATED. HE INDICATED THAT FONMIN BOTHA NEEDS URGENT 
REPLY TO TWO QUESTIONS: (A) DID AMBASSADOR YOUNG 
REALLY MAKE THE STATEMENT AS REPORTED? (B) IF SO. DOES 
USG AGREE WITH AND SUPPORT IT? AMBASSADOR SEELYE 
PROMISED TO CHECK ON THE MATTER AND GET BACK TO SHEARAR. 

3. WHEN ASKED FOR COMMENT AT NOON PRESS BRIEFING TODAY, 
SPOKESMAN READ FOLLOWING POLICY STATEMENT AUTHORIZED BY 
THE SECRETARY: "ALTHOUGH WE DO NOT AGREE WITH A NUMBER 
OF THE POLICIES AND PRACTICES OF SOUTH AFRICA, IT IS 
INCORRECT TO SAY THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH AFRICA IS 
ILLEGITIMATE." IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS, HE SAID SAG 
REPRESENTATIONS ON THE MATTER WOULD BE ANSWERED TO THE 
SAME EFFECT. HE CONFIRMED THAT THE SECRETARY AND AMBASSA- 
DOR YOUNG HAD DISCUSSED THE MATTER BY TELEPHONE THIS 
MORNING. ADDING THAT AMBASSADOR YOUNG UNDERSTANDS THE 
POLICY STATEMENT AND KNEW IN ADVANCE THAT IT WAS BEING 
MADE. 

4. WHEN ASKED FURTHER QUESTION WHETHER USG SUPPORTS 
MAJORITY RULE IN SA AS A LONG-RANGE OBJECTIVE, PRESS 
SPOKESMAN ADDED FOLLOWING COMMENT: "IT IS OUR POLICY TO 
MAINTAIN RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA AND TO ENCOURAGE IT 
TO MOVE AWAY FROM ITS POLICIES OF INSTITUTIONALIZED 
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND TOWARD THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
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BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS AND FULL POLITICAL PARTICIPATION FOR 
ALL SOUTH AFRICANS." 

5. JUST PRIOR TO THE NOON BRIEFING, AS REPORTED IN 
SEELYE-NELSON TELECON, AMBASSADOR SEELYE TELEPHONED SA 
CHARGE SHEARAR TO CONFIRM THAT THE PRESS REPORT OF THE 
INTERVIEW WAS CORRECT AND THEN READ TO HIM THE STATEMENT 
QUOTED IN PARA 3 ABOVE. SHEARAR SAID HE WOULD TELEPHONE 
THE STATEMENT TO BOTHA IMMEDIATELY. 

6. YOU MAY REPEAT THIS TO SAG AND TO LOCAL PRESS AS 
NECESSARY BUT SHOULD NOT GO BEYOND STATEMENTS REPORTED IN 
PARAGRAPHS 3 AND 4 ABOVE. 

VANCE UNQUTE CHRISTOPHER 
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PAGE 01 STATE 085262 
ORIGIN 10-13 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /014R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY:IO:PMBUNGE 
APPROVED BY:IO:PMBUNGE 

170258Z 113808/63 

R 170145Z APR 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 085262 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 085262 SENT ACTION CAPE TOWN 
APRIL 15 FOR YOUR INFO 

QUOTE: CONFIDENTIAL STATE 085262 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, SF 

SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR YOUNG'S COMMENT ON LEGITIMACY OF SOUTH 
AFRICAN GOVERNMENT 
REF: CAPETOWN 565 

1 . DEPARTMENT IS FORWARDING BY SEPTEL TEXT OF ASSOCIATED 
PRESS STORY BY WILLIAM OATIS REPORTING, ON THE BASIS OF AN 
INTERVIEW, THAT AMBASSADOR ANDREW YOUNG "CONSIDERS SOUTH 
AFRICA'S WHITE GOVERNMENT ILLEGITIMATE" AND "FAVORS A 
TRANSFER OF POWER TO THE BLACK MAJORITY THERE." 

2. SOUTH AFRICAN CHARGE D'AFFAIRES JEREMY SHEARAR CALLED 
ON ACTING ASSISTANT SECRETARY SEEL YE AT 0900 APRIL 15 ON 
INSTRUCTIONS TO EXPRESS SAG SHOCK AT THE REPORTED STATE- 
MENT. HE SAID SAG TOLD PRESS IN SA THAT FOREIGN MINISTER 
BOTHA HAD CALLED YOU IN TO ASK IF AMBASSADOR YOUNG HAD 
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ACTUALLY MADE THE STATEMENT AND THAT SAG WAS AWAITING A 
REPLY. SHEARAR WENT ON TO SAY SUCH STATEMENT WAS NOT 
HELPFUL TO IMPROVEMENT, OR EVEN THE MAINTENANCE, OF US-SAG 
RELATIONS. IF AMBASSADOR YOUNG WAS GOING TO MAKE SUCH 
STATEMENTS IN THE MIDST OF DELICATE NEGOTIATIONS, IT WAS 
DIFFICULT TO SEE HOW SAG COULD CONTINUE NEGOTIATING ON 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


NAMIBIA OR BEING HELPFUL ON RHODESIA. SHEARAR STATED THAT 
IN VIEW OF AMBASSADOR YOUNG'S CABINET STATUS, IT MUST BE 
ASSUMED THAT USG SHARES HIS VIEWS IF THEY ARE NOT 
REPUDIATED. HE INDICATED THAT FONMIN BOTHA NEEDS URGENT 
REPLY TO TWO QUESTIONS: (A) DID AMBASSADOR YOUNG 
REALLY MAKE THE STATEMENT AS REPORTED? (B) IF SO. DOES 
USG AGREE WITH AND SUPPORT IT? AMBASSADOR SEELYE 
PROMISED TO CHECK ON THE MATTER AND GET BACK TO SHEARAR. 

3. WHEN ASKED FOR COMMENT AT NOON PRESS BRIEFING TODAY, 
SPOKESMAN READ FOLLOWING POLICY STATEMENT AUTHORIZED BY 
THE SECRETARY: "ALTHOUGH WE DO NOT AGREE WITH A NUMBER 
OF THE POLICIES AND PRACTICES OF SOUTH AFRICA, IT IS 
INCORRECT TO SAY THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH AFRICA IS 
ILLEGITIMATE." IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS, HE SAID SAG 
REPRESENTATIONS ON THE MATTER WOULD BE ANSWERED TO THE 
SAME EFFECT. HE CONFIRMED THAT THE SECRETARY AND AMBASSA- 
DOR YOUNG HAD DISCUSSED THE MATTER BY TELEPHONE THIS 
MORNING. ADDING THAT AMBASSADOR YOUNG UNDERSTANDS THE 
POLICY STATEMENT AND KNEW IN ADVANCE THAT IT WAS BEING 
MADE. 

4. WHEN ASKED FURTHER QUESTION WHETHER USG SUPPORTS 
MAJORITY RULE IN SA AS A LONG-RANGE OBJECTIVE, PRESS 
SPOKESMAN ADDED FOLLOWING COMMENT: "IT IS OUR POLICY TO 
MAINTAIN RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA AND TO ENCOURAGE IT 
TO MOVE AWAY FROM ITS POLICIES OF INSTITUTIONALIZED 
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND TOWARD THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS AND FULL POLITICAL PARTICIPATION FOR 
ALL SOUTH AFRICANS." 
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5. JUST PRIOR TO THE NOON BRIEFING, AS REPORTED IN 
SEELYE-NELSON TELECON, AMBASSADOR SEELYE TELEPHONED SA 
CHARGE SHEARAR TO CONFIRM THAT THE PRESS REPORT OF THE 
INTERVIEW WAS CORRECT AND THEN READ TO HIM THE STATEMENT 
QUOTED IN PARA 3 ABOVE. SHEARAR SAID HE WOULD TELEPHONE 
THE STATEMENT TO BOTHA IMMEDIATELY. 

6. YOU MAY REPEAT THIS TO SAG AND TO LOCAL PRESS AS 
NECESSARY BUT SHOULD NOT GO BEYOND STATEMENTS REPORTED IN 
PARAGRAPHS 3 AND 4 ABOVE. VANCE 

UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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